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Religion in Britain
Religion has always played an important part in the national way of life and this is still true today. There are people who go to church regularly, others who go occasionally, and others who enter a church only for baptisms, weddings and funerals.                                                                             Everyone in Britain has the right of religious freedom, and anyone may belong to any religious faith that he chooses or to none at all.     

The Church of England 
The Church of England is the established Church of the English nation, though perhaps a quarter of the people belong to other religious denominations. The Queen is its head and was crowned, like her predecessors, by the Archbishop of Canterbury in Westminster Abbey. The Queen, on the advice of the Prime Minister, appoints the two Archbishops and all the bishops.

The Church has two provinces: Canterbury, comprising 30 dioceses, and York, 14 dioceses. Each diocese has a bishop. Every diocese has a cathedral as its central church, though the bishop is concerned with the diocese and its parishes and not with the cathedral in particular. Each of the great old cathedrals has a dean and five or six residentiary canons, who are together responsible for the cathedral and its services. The dioceses are divided into 13 500 parishes, each of which has its rector or vicar. Vicars with large parishes often have an assistant, called a curate to help them.

In England the terms “Anglican Church” and “Church of England” are almost the same. But there are also other Churches of the same type. In Scotland and the U.S.A. these churches are called “Episcopal” or “Protestant Episcopal”, but it is also quite common in these other countries to use the term “Anglican”. In Wales there is no established Church at all.
The Church of England dates from 1543, when Henry VIII broke away from the Church of Rome. The priests of the Church of England have the freedom to conduct services as they choose. In some churches the ritual, the decoration of the church, the candles, the priest´s robes, create an atmosphere similar to that of a Catholic service.  Priests in the Church of England are allowed to be married. It was also decided in 1987 to allow women to become priests.

The Church of Scotland
The Church of Scotland has a Presbyterian form of government. It is completely separate from the Anglican Church, has its own organisation and appoints its own ministers. 

The Roman Catholic Church
The Catholic Church was persecuted and weak in England for a long time after the Reformation. Many of the Roman Catholics in England are the descendants of immigrants from Ireland. 

The leader of the Catholic Church in Britain is the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. The UK is divided into eight Catholic provinces, four in England, two in Scotland, one each in Wales and Northern Ireland. Normally, only unmarried men are allowed to be priests but in 1987 for the first time two married men were allowed to train as priests. There are about 3,5 million Catholics in Britain.
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