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ARTICLES
THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE ‘A/AN’

To classify or identify something, we can say:

                 It’s a book. (a/an + singular noun)

The plural of this is:

                They’re books. (zero + plural noun)

To refer to quantity, we can say:

                I’ve got a book. (a/an + singular noun)

In the plural, when the exact number is not important, we can use quantifiers like some, a few,

a lot of. Some/any are the commonest of these and can be said to be the plural of a/an when

we are referring to unspecified number:

               I’ve got some books. (some + plural noun)

The difference between ‘a/an’ and ‘one’
One and a/an cannot normally be used interchangeably. We use one when we are counting

(one apple, as opposed to two or three)

             It was one coffee we ordered, not two.
Basic uses of ‘a/an’

1. By means of general statements: General statements with a/an often take the form of

definitions:

              A cat is a domestic animal. (Cats are domestic animals.)

Many uncountable nouns can be used after a/an when we are referring to ‘an example of that

class’

             This is a very good coffee. Is it Brazilian?

2. By means of labels (a/an + noun after the verb be): We often wish to classify people in terms of the work they do, where they come from, etc.

            He’s a Frenchman/an American.
            They’re Frenchmen/doctors, etc.

3. to mean ‘only/just one’
The most common use of a/an is in the sense of ‘only/just one’ when we are not specifying

any particular person or thing:

           I’d like an apple (i.e. only one; it doesn’t matter which)

When we express this in the plural, we use some or any:

           I’d like some apples./I don’t want any apples.

4. to introduce an item ‘on the scene’

A/an is used before a countable noun mentioned for the first time:

           I looked up and saw a plane. 
The use of ‘a/an’ after ‘what’ and ‘such’

A/an is used with countable nouns after What in exclamations:

What a surprise! What an interesting story! – Jaké překvapení! Jaký zajímavý příběh!
A/an is used after such when we wish to emphasize degree:

That child is such a pest!

indefinite and zero articles with illnesses can be defined in four categories:

1. Expressions where the use of the indefinite article is compulsory: e.g. a cold, a headache, a

sore throat:

               I’ve got a headache/a cold.

2. Expressions where the use of the indefinite article is optional: e.g. catch (a) cold, have (a)

backache/stomach-ache/toothache, (an) earache:

               I’ve had (a) toothache all night.
3. With illnesses which are plural in form (e.g. measles, mumps, shingles) no article is used:

               My children are in bed with mumps.

4. With illnesses which are defined as ‘uncountable’ (e.g. flu, gout, hepatitis, etc.) no article is

used:

                I was in bed with flu for ten days.

The use of ‘a/an’ in a number of phrases

to be in a hurry

to be in a position

to be in a temper

to have a chance/opportunity to

to have a fancy for

to take a dislike to

to take an interest

to take a pride in

at a discount/premium
THE DEFINITE ARTICLE ‘THE’

The pronunciation of ‘the’

The is pronounced [] before consonant sounds: the day
The is pronounced [] before vowel sounds (i.e. words normally preceded by an): the end,

Basic uses of ‘the’

When using the, we must always bear in mind two basic facts:

1. The normally has a definite reference (i.e. the person or thing referred to is assumed to be

known to the speaker or reader).

These two facts underlie all uses of the.

The use of ‘the’ for classifying : The + singular is used to make a general statement:
                 The cobra is dangerous. (a certain class of snakes as distinct from other classes)
The group as a whole: the + nationality adjective

                 The British (= The British people in general)
The + plural name can refer to ‘the group as a whole’:

The use of ‘the’ for specifying

                Singleton is a quiet village near Chichester. The village has a population of a few

hundred people.

              The life of Napoleon was very stormy.

The use of ‘the’ in time expressions

1. in time sequences e.g. the beginning, the middle, the end; the first/last; the following day;

the present, the past, the future:

In the past, people had fewer expectations.

2. with parts of the day e.g. in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, etc.:

We spent the day at home. In the evening, we went out.

Ordinal numbers usually require the when they are spoken, but not when they are written:

I’ll see you on May 24th. (spoken as May the 24th)

On a letter: 24(th) May (spoken as the 24th of May)

Other references with ‘the’
- Institutions and organizations: the Boy Scouts, the United Nations

- Historical events: the French Revolution, the Victorian age

- Ships: the Canberra, the Discovery, the Titanic

- Documents and official titles: the Great Charter, the Queen

- Political parties: the Conservative Party, the Labour Party

- Public bodies: the Army, the Government, the Police

- The press (The is part of the title): The Economist, The New Yorker, The Spectator
Superlatives: It’s the worst play I’ve ever seen.

Musical instruments: Tom plays the piano/the flute/the violin.

The is often omitted in references to jazz and rock:

This is a 1979 recording with Ellison on bass guitar.

Constructions with the...the: the sooner the better.

Fixed expressions: do the shopping, make the beds.

THE ZERO ARTICLE

Basic uses of the zero article

We use the zero article before three types of nouns:

1. Plural countable nouns: e.g. beans.

2. Uncountable nouns (always singular): e.g. water.

3. nouns: e.g. John.

The class as a whole: zero article + countable/uncountable

 a) Zero article + plural countable nouns:

- People: Women are fighting for their rights.

- Places: Museums are closed on Mondays.

- Food: Beans contain a lot fibre.

- Occupations: Doctors always support each other.

- Nationalities: Italians make delicious ice-cream.

- Animals: Cats do not like cold weather.

- Insects: Ants are found in all parts of the world.

- Products: Watches have become very accurate.

These can be modified by adjectives and other phrases: e.g. women all over the world, local

museums, broad beans, quartz watches.

 b) Zero article + uncountable nouns (always singular):

- Food: Refined foods like sugar should be avoided.

- Drink: Water must be pure if it is to be drunk.

- Substances: Oil is essential for the manufacture of plastic.

- Collections: Money makes the world go round.
- Colours: Red is my favourite colour.

- Activities (-ing): Smoking is bad for the health.

- Other activities: Business has been improving steadily this year.

- Sports, games: Football is played all over the world.

- Abstract nouns: Life is short; art is long.

- Politics: Capitalism is a by-product of free enterprise.

- Philosophy: Determinism denies the existence of free will.
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