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Universities in Britain
Great changes  have taken place in British universities over the past thirty years. Up to 1945 most students were the sons and daughters of prosperous parents. To most people the term “university” meant Oxford and Cambridge, whose graduates, it was said, spoke with an Oxford accent.

There are more than forty universities in Britain now – nearly twice as many as in 1960. Eight new universities were established in the 1960s and several old colleges of technology were changed into universities. About 10 per cent of men aged 18 to 21 were in universities by 1970 and about 4 per cent of women. There are wider opportunities for would-be students at present, but the academic qualifications which young people must acquire before they can be considered for admission to one of the three-year degree courses are of a high standard. Even so, the demand is constantly growing. Each year most faculties receive about twice as many applications compared with the number of places available. Only those students who have been most successful in the A level examinations are accepted.
The oldest universities are Oxford and Cambridge. Most of their colleges were founded before 1600, and the oldest three were built before 1300. One undergraduate out of every ten is at either Oxford or Cambridge. Here the students are members of the individual colleges, which together form the university. Most of the main college buildings are more than 300 years old but there are some new blocks of rooms. The students at these traditional universities have the great advantage of individual teaching by their tutors.

Most universities provide a wide range of courses in various subjects. Some of them have become particularly notable for their special interests: science and mathematics at Cambridge, technology at Manchester and social sciences at the University of Essex. Students have to pay fees and living costs, but many receive state grants or take a competitive examination to win a scholarship. 

All British universities are private institutions. The government gives money to the universities to cover the cost of buildings and their expenditure. Each university has its own syllabuses. In general the Bachelor of Art´s (B.A.) degree is given to students who pass examinations at the end of three or four years of study. Honour´s degrees are classified according the candidate´s examination performance. The first post-graduate degree is normally that of Master (M.A.) which can take up to five years. The degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.) is only given to a thesis which contributes to human knowledge. 
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