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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

As you all might know William Shakespeare was born on April 23, 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon and his baptism is recorded in the register of Holy Trinity Church on April 26, 1564. He was born in Henley Street as one of eight children of Mary Arden and John Shakespeare. John Shakespeare was a respected tradesman working with leather and producingt gloves and belts. 

William Shakespeare went to a local grammar school and was brought up as an orthodox Protestant. However, he managed to remain open-minded and free-thinking. The Bible was a constant source of inspiration for him.                                                                                           

England, in which William was growing up, was known as Merry England because of its rich cultural life. Theatres and acting were a part of local town and village culture. Actors would come and their performances gave people a release from the problems of their everyday life. Young William was a sensible observer and it must have had a great impact on his development. 

William married Ann Hathaway from Shottery in 1582. He was eighteen and a half, Ann was eight years older. They had three children together – Susanna and the twins, Hamnet and Judith. Despite his love for his family, he went to London in 1587. In London he started as an actor, then a reviser and after some time as a write of plays. His plays may well have been popular with Queen Elizabeth I, who was a great fan of music and drama. When James I (Mary Stuart´s son) came to the throne after the Elizabeth I´s death, he recognized Shakespeare´s company as the leading group of actors and from those times they were known as the King´s Men.
Shakespeare wrote about 37 plays and beautiful sonnets. His mastery lies in his human vision which recognizes the complexity of moral questions and in the richness of his language.

Comedies:  The Comedy of Errors, The Taming of the Shrew, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Merchant of Venice, A Midsummer-Night´s Dream, Merry Wives of Windsor, Much Ado about Nothing, As You Like It, Twelfth Night.

History plays: Henry VI, Richard III, Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V, Julius Caesar.

Tragedies: Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, Hamlet, King Lear, Othello.
After acting and writing and after his son´s death he went back to Stratford and lived a quiet life with his family. He died on the same day as he was born (on 23rd April).

