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British Government
PARLIAMENT                                                                                                                                     The British Parliament is made up of the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The House of Commons has 650 Members of Parliament (MPs), who are elected directly by the people. The House of Lords has over 1 000 members, who are not elected, but are members of the nobility, bishops, judges, and people chosen by the Prime Minister.

GOVERNMENT                                                                                                                                           The Prime Minister chooses about 20 ministers to form a special advisory group called the Cabinet. Most cabinet ministers are heads of government department (the Treasury), and the Foreign Secretary is the minister in charge of foreign affairs.                                                                             

ELECTIONS                                                                                                                                                 About every five years the is a general election, when people in each area vote for an MP to represent them in Parliament. There are also local elections, when people vote for councillors to represent them in their city, borough or district. Everyone over the age of 18 is allowed to vote.
American Government
THE FEDERAL SYSTEM                                                                                                                              The American Constitution divides power between the federal government and the governments of the individual states. Each state has its own laws and system of government. The federal government deals with national issues such as economic and foreign policy.                                                                          There are three branches of federal government: the executive branch (which is led by the President). The legislative branch (Congress, which is made up of the Senate and the House of  Representatives) and the judicial branch (the Supreme Court and other federal courts). Laws are made by Congress, but the President can veto a law, and the Supreme Court can say that it is unconstitutional.
ELECTIONS                                                                                                                                            Each state is allowed to elect two senators to the Senate, and a number of representatives to the House of Representatives (the exact number depends on the size of its population). Elections for representatives are held every two years. One third of the senators are also elected every two years. Presidential elections are held every four years.
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