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INVESTICE DO ROZVOJE VZDELAVANI
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The Houses of Parliament
The two Houses of Parliament, the Lords and the Commons share there same building, the Palace of  Westminster, on the left bank of the river Thames. The Palace of Westminster was the principal residence of the kings of England from the middle of the 11th century to 1512.

The first Palace of Westminster was built by Edward the Confessor in the 11th century. King William II added the Great Hall, which still stands today. Most of the Palace was burned down in 1834. The fire destroyed the whole of the Palace, except for Westminster Hall and the crypt of St Stephen´s Chapel. The New Palace of Westminster – the neo-Gothic building – is the work of the architect Sir Charles Barry. The House of Lords was completed in 1847 and the Commons in 1850. The Commons Chamber which was almost completely destroyed by fire during an air attack in 1941, was designed by Sir G. Scott and built between 1945-50.

The New Palace of Westminster contains 1,200 rooms, 2 miles of passages, 100 staircases, 13 quadrangles, 130 statues, 26 policemen and 34 doorkeepers: 251 people, including 55 cleaners are responsible for maintenance. Three-quarters of a million tourists a year pass through the building, but most of the palace is closed to the public. 

On approaching the Houses of Parliament the visitor is immediately struck by the great four-faced clock tower named after Sir Benjamin hall. Commissioner of Works, when it was erected in 1858. Big Ben, 329 feet high, with minute hand 14 feet long and a bell weighting 13,5 tons came into operation in 1859. It is open for tours for UK residents who have made arrangements with their MP.                                     
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Opening Times                                                                                

July/August: 
Mon, Tues, Fri, Sat - 9.15am-4.30pm 
Wednesday and Thursday - 1.15-4.30pm                 

September: 
Mon, Fri, Sat - 9.15am-4.30pm 
Tues, Wed, Thurs - 1.15-4.30pm

Ticket Prices

Adults - £12 
Family - £30 
Students - £8 
OAP - £8 
Children 5-16yrs - £5 
Under 5yrs - FREE 



Read more: http://www.tourist-information-uk.com/parliament.htm#ixzz1Vk2jz8UG
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