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WHERE TO STAY in Britain
Everybody likes travelling. But what about accommodation? In Britain there are many different types of places to stay in.                                                                                                                                 The most typical are so called Bed and Breakfast.  These are usually small private houses or farms for a few guests. The breakfast is normally a full English breakfast. B&Bs are cheap and friendly and give you the opportunity to meet British people at home. It is not necessary to book Bed and Breakfast holidays in advance. Most B&Bs have signs in their windows or gardens. Just ring the doorbell and ask if there are vacant rooms. It´s easy! If all the rooms are full, there is a “NO VACANCIES” sign.
Guestshouses are usually larger than B&Bs. Often, they expect you to stay for “half board” (one meal – usually dinner in the evening – and breakfast) and for longer than one day. You can also book “full board”. A guesthouse usually has a dining-room and a lounge or television room for the guests and sometimes it is licensed, that means, it can sell alcohol.

Inns are pubs with accommodation and meals. Many inns are interesting old buildings. You can find inns that are simple and charming as well as luxurious and unusual. Inns are good places to meet local people, to try local and regional food and to taste some of Britain´s famous local beers. 

Hotels are the most expensive places to stay. There is nothing expecially “British” about most hotels in Britain and they probably have the same services as hotels on the Continent. The rooms usually have “en suite” or “private facilities” – that is, a private bathroom. 

Many young travellers prefer Youth Hostels. These are very cheap places to stay. You can use them if you are a member of the YHA – the Youth Hostel Association (in Britain or in your country). Accommodation is normally in dormitories and they usually expect you to help to clean the hostel before you leave.                                                                                                                                      
There is no government control of accommodation in Britain. Many guesthouses, inns and hotels belong to the AA (Automobile Association) or the RAC (Royal Automobile Club) and get stars (from 1 to 5) to show the type and the price of accommodation. 

Now you are informed about the options where to stay in Britain. Which type is the best? It´s up to you. If you want to go on vacation you can also take an advantage of the services offered by travel agencies. Travel agencies will take care of accommodation, transportation, health insurance, accident and baggage insurance. It is much more comfortable.
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