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New Zealand
New Zealand consists of two large islands in south-west Pacific Ocean. Nearest are Australia on west, Fiji, Tonga on north. Its area is 268,675 square kilometres. Each of the two main island is mainly hilly and mountainous.

Population is about 3,800,000 people. Density is much higher than in Australia – 12.3 people to one sq km. The large group is Maori, about. 13.5 percent, then Polynesian and Asian with six percent each. The official language is English.
HISTORY                                                                                                                                              The Maoris, Polynesians from the eastern Pacific, came to New Zealand during the 14th century. The first European who came there was Dutch navigator Abel Tasan, but Maoris refused him. Captain James Cook Explorer the coast in 1770. British sovereignty was proclaimed in 1840 and the colony became a dominion in 1907.                                                                                                                     In the 1960s, war broke out between the British and the Maori when it became clear that the numbers of settlers (whom the Maori called Pakeha) were larger than the Maori ever imagined. Today, Maori and Pakeha generally have a healthy relationship with strong respect for the Maori culture and its people. New Zealand became formally independent from Britain in 1947.

Wellington is the capital of New Zealand. It is the seat of Parlament and a political, commercial and cultural centre. It is surrounded by mountains, which offer a magnificent view over the city. Wellington is the most important city in the country.

Auckland is the largest city in NZ with many modern shopping centres, cafeterias and restaurants. Another large city is Christchurch, which is said to have the most English character outside of England.

New Zealanders are famous for their friendly, easy-going nature. They love the outdoors and are high achievers in the sports world. Rugby is the country´s number one sport. Netball and cricket are also very popular sports, as are hiking, swimming, rafting, fishing and bungee jumping.

In New Zealand lives a special animal called Kiwi. This animal is a bird without wings.
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