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The USA
The USA is situated in southern part of North America. Its neighbours are Canada on north, Mexico on south and Russia in Alaska. It covers the area of 9,372,614 square kilometres, which is nearly the same as all of Europe. It covers more than one third of North America and is the fourth largest country in the world after Russia, Canada and China. The largest rivers are the Mississippi and the Missouri. It is the third longest river system in the world after the Amazon and the Nile. There are big variations of climate. Temperatures change form the arctic cold in northern Alaska to subtropical warmth of Hawai.The higgest mountain in the USA is Mount McKinley in the Alaska Range (6,194 m). There are many national parks in the USA, especially in the Rocky Mountains Region (e.g. Yellowstone, Grand Canon).
HISTORY                                                                                                                                               The original inhabitants of America are Native Americans. The American continent was discovered first around the year 1000 by Icelandic Viking sailing under Lei Ericson. They failed to establish any permanent settlements. Till 1400 native Indians were the only inhabitants. Five hundreds year later (in 1492) a great demand for spices, textiles and also a navigation error brought Christopher Columbus to the Caribbean Sea instead to Asia. In the early 1500s Spaniards moved north from Mexico into what is now the South-East and West united States. The first English colony was founded in Virginia at Jamestown in 1607. In 1620 the ship named Mayflower brought 102 English men, women and children to northeastern region (now Massachusetts) where they found the colony called Plymouth. After 1600 British settlements were built up in the north. During the 17th century many colonists, mostly British but also French, German, Dutch and Irish settled in the country, mainly along the eastern coast. These settlers were seeking land, wealth and religious or personal freedom. One very important part of American history is the War of Independence. The British government levied new taxes. The colonists refused to pay it. The first conflict was when the British soldiers came to Boston in 1773. Colonist dressed as Indians threw all the British tea into Boston Harbour. This event became known as the Boston Tea Party. In 1775 the War of Independence began. The colonists were led by Thomas Jefferson and on July 4th, 1776, they agreed on the Declaration of Independence. This is the day when the United States of America was founded. Americans celebrate the July 4th as the Day of Independence. The War of Independence lasted till 1783.             

INTERESTING PLACES                                                                                                                   Besides the US capital and New York there are many places worth seeing, for example:                    Los Angeles – here we can find the famous film centre Hollywood, San Francisco – is famous for its hilly relief and a cable car going through its streets. Berkeley University is here. The biggest centre in the east is Philadelphia – one of the oldest cities. It used to be the first US capital. Now it is the centre of machinery and chemical industry. Chicago lies on the banks of Lake Michigan. Chicago is an important transport centre. Detroit is the centre of US car industry (Chevrolet, Ford, Chrysler).
The USA has one of the richest economies in the world. We can find almost all branches of industry here. The USA is rich in coal, gold, copper and iron.
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