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Australia
Australia is located in south-east Asia. The Indian Ocean is west and south, the Pacific is east. Tasmania lies 240 km south. It is the smallest continet on Earth. It has a population of about 17 million inhabitants and an area of about 8 million square kilometres. The density is one of the lowest in the world – only 2 people to 1 sq km.

The Australian climate varies form warm to subtropical. There are four great deserts in central Australia: the Great Sandy Desert, Gibbon Desert, Great Victoria Desert and Simson Desert.  In the Pacific Ocean there is the Great Barrier Reef. The eastern coast is bordered by Australian Cordilleras. Its highest point is Mt. Kosciusko (2,228 m), which lies in the Australian Alps. The largest Australian river is Murray, followed by the Darling. The south-east is covered with forests of eucalyptus and other evergreen trees. The animals of Australia are numerous and some of them, like the kangaroo, koala bear, dingo, platypus, Tasmanian devil, vombat, barking and frilled lizard cannot be found elsewhere. It is mainly due to the fact that for long prehistoric periods this continent was quite isolated from the others. 
HISTORY                                                                                                                                                Captain James Cook explored the eastern coast in 1770 when the continent was inhabited by a variety of different tribes. In 1778 the first colony was established in today´s Sydney Harbour. Australia was originally settled as a prison colony. In the 1850s gold was discovered and many people moved to Australia. Australia became an independent nation in 1901 when the six colonies agreed to become a federation.

The official title is The Commonwealth of Australia and it is a British dominion. It has a democratic, federal system and the head of state is Queen Elizabeth II represented by the Governor-General. The head of government is the Prime Minister. The Commonwealth of Australia consists of 6 states and 2 territories: New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia, Tasmania, the Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory. The Australian Capital Territory is a part of the country surrounding Australia´s capital Canberra.  The federal Parliament has its seat in Canberra and is divided into the Senate and the House of Representatives. Australia is a member of important international organisations such as UN, OECD and the Commonwealth.
There are many big cities in Australia. The biggest and the oldest one is Sydney with its famous Opera House. It is also a major port in the South Pacific and major trading centre. Other cities are for example Darwin, Melbourne, Brisbane and Hobart.
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