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Canada
Canada occupies the whole of the northern part of North America (except Alaska) and many islands (e.g. Baffin Island, Newfoundland, Vancouver, Prince Edward Island etc.)

Canada´s area is 9,976,139 square kilometres, it is almost as big as the whole of Europe. However, it has a population of only 28 million people. Most of Canada´s people are the descendants of European immigrants. Today a lot of immigrants come from Asia. The orriginal inhabitants of Canada were the Inuit (or Eskimos) and the Indians, but today they are only 4 % of the population. Most of them live in the north of Canada.

Canada has large mountain areas – the Rocky Mountains, the Mackenzie Mountains. The highest mountain is Mt. Logan in the Alaska Region (6,050 m). Canada is a country of lakes. The largest are Lake Erie and Ontario. Between them there are the famous Niagara Falls. The longest river is Mackenzie. Other big revers are Yukon, Fraser, Columbia.

HISTORY                                                                                                                                                 Britain and France fought over Canada for nearly two hundred years. Finally in 1763 Britain took control. Canada is now an independent country, but the British Queen is still the head of state. Most of the population speak English, but about 6 million Canadians speak French as their first language. Most of the French speakers live in the province of Quebec. 
Canada consists of 10 provinces and 2 territories: The Yukon Territory and the Northwest Territories. The largest province is Quebec. Other province are: Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Manitoba, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia.  
Canada has mainly coal, metal, oil and gas, machine-building and chemical industries which are highly developed. The main mining province is Alberta. Hamilton and Sydney are main centres of iron and steel industries. Motor-car industry has its biggest works in Chatham and Oshawa, ships are built on the banks of Great Lakes, in Montreal and Toronto.

The capital of Canada is Ottawa. The biggest city is Toronto. Other large cities are Montreal, Vancouver, Edmonton, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Quebec. Canada is the member of many international organizations such as the UN and its main special agencies (GATT, UNESCO), the Commonwealth, NATO.                                                                                                                                               Canada has its own national flag since 1964. It is red and in the centre there is a white square with a simple red maple leaf. The red stripes are symbolical of Canada´s position between the two oceans. A maple leaf has been used as Canada´s national symbol for the past century or more.                                                                                       
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