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Great Britain
Britain lies off the north-west coast of Europe across the English Channel. It consists of two large islands (Great Britain and Ireland) and about 5,000 smaller ones (e.g. the Isle of Wight, the Isles of Scilly, the Isle of Man, the Hebrides, the Shetlands and the Channel Islands).

Population – about 60 million people. The density is one of the highest in the world – 232 people to one square kilometre. In Britain we can find the following ethnic groups:

English (81.5 per cent), Scottish (9.6), Irish (2.4),Welsh (1.9), Ulster (1.8) and others. There is a fair amount of variation in the landscape. The highest mountain in Britain – Ben Nevis (1,343 m). 

HISTORY                                                                                                                                               Britain was part of the continent of Europe until about 6000 BC. Celts arrived 2500 to 3000 ago. Their language survives in Welsh and Gaelic enclaves as well as in the names of the main European rivers (the Thames, the Elbe, the Danube). England was added to the Roman Empire in 43 AD. After the withdrawal of Roman legions in 410 the waves of Jutes, Angles and Saxons arrived from German lands. The last invasion was by French speaking Normans led by William, Duke of Normandy, who became William the Conqueror after defeating the Saxon King Harold in the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Under Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) Britain became a major sea power. Scotland was united with England when James VI of Scotland was crowned James I of England in 1603.                          The current monarch is Elizabeth II, who became queen in 1952.
INTERESTING PLACES                                                                                                                   LONDON -  The Houses of Parlament, Whitehall, Downing Street 10, Westminster Abbey, St. Paul´s Cathedral, The City, The Tower, Tower Bridge, Trafalgar Square, The National Gallery, The British Museum, Buckingham Palace etc. There are many places of interest. London´s famous red double-deckers go almost everywhere.There are also 3 airports in London.
Oxford and Cambridge are the old university towns, Stratford-upon-Avon is the birthplace of William Shakespeare, holiday resorts are Brighton, Portsmouth, Blackpool or Scarborough. Birmingham is the geographical heart of England and the second largest city in Britain. In Manchester we can visit The Museum of Science and Industry. The other big cities here are Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield and York.

Scotland is the land of many special traditions – playing the pipes, duality tweeds, wearing kilts, Scotch whisky. Edinburgh is dominated by its imposing 12th century castle – Holyroodhouse. The biggest lake is Loch Lomond and Loch Ness – it is famous for its „Loch Ness Monster“.             
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