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LONDON – A great city  (part Two)
South of Trafalgar Square is a long road called Whitehall. Most of the buildings in this road are government ofiices. There are two soldiers on horses outside Horse Guards Parade. Walk down the road to Parliament Square, and you go past Downing Street. It is not a long street. Tle Prime Minister – the head of the British Government – lives at 10 Downing Street.
Westminster Abbey is London´s oldest and perhaps a most famous church. English kings and queens always have their coronations here – from the time of William tle Conqueror in 1066 to today in the twenty-first century. Queen Elizabeth tlhe Second had her coronation here in 1953.

Tle Houses of Parliament is the home of tle British government. The clock high up on the building is called Big Ben, but really Big Ben is the bell in the clock. You can hear Big Ben ring every hour. Four smaller bells ring on the quarter-hours.

In 1605 there was a man called Guy Fawkes. He and his friends did not like King James or his government, and they put a bomb under the Houses of Parliament. But nothing happened, because soldiers found Guy Fawkes and took him away. Now, British people celebrate this every year on 5 November with big fires and fireworks, and they often burn a figure of Guy Fawkes on the fire.

You cannot see London without a visit to the River Thames. You can walk along tle river, go across its many bridges, or go in a boat and see London from the river.The first Globe Theatre was built at the time of Queen Elizabeth the First. People watched William Shakespeare´s plays. Under the theatre is Shakespeare´s Globe Exhibition. 
Not far away is Tate Modern, an art gallery with 88 rooms of twentieth and twenty-first century art. The exhibitions change, so there is always something new.

Then there is tle London Eye, a big wheel 135 metres high. It was built in 2000 and celebrates the Millennium. It never stops moving, but it moves very slowly. Visitors travel in the capsules on the wheel for 30 minutes, and when the weather is good, you can see for 40 kilometres across London. There are wonderful views of Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament and other famous buildings and parks in the city. 

Source: John Escott: London, OUP, 2008
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