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LONDON – A great city  (part One)
Two thousand years ago, London was a small village by the River Thames. Then the Romans came and built a town, and thousands of people lived there. Now, in the twenty-first century, London is the biggest city in Britain, with more than eight milion people. 

It is the capital city of the United Kingdom, the home of Queen Elizabeth the Second, and the home of the British government. Millions of visitors come to London every year.

When you come to London, do not  bring a car. Take an underground train or a bus. Or walk! The Underground – also called the Tube – is fast. The trains go from about  5 a.m. to about midnight. Buy your ticket before you get on the train, and don´t lose it. You need it when you begin your journey and when you finish it.

Buckingham Palace stands at the end of the Mall. The Mall is a long road, and it begins at Trafalgar Square. About 300 people work at the palace, because it is the Queen´s home and her „office“. 

The City is the oldest part of London. It is the home of the Bank of England and many other big offices.The Bank of England is more than three hundred years old. It is a very famous bank, and also has an interesting museum, with money from many different centuries.

The Tower of London is not just one tower: it is eleven towers in different buildings. At the centre is the White Tower. This was built about 1078, and it was the tallest building in London at the time. You can see the Crown Jewels in the Jewel House, and visit the Bloody Tower. Two famous prisoners in the Tower were Anne Boleyn, wife of Henry the Eighth, and mother of Queen Elizabeth the First. Before she was queen, Elizabeth was also a prisoner in the Tower. Her sister, Queen Mary, put her there.

More than two million people visit the Tower every year. There are thirty-six Yeoman Warders, of Beefeaters, at the Tower. They tell visitors all about the Tower and its famous people.
Tower Bridge is more than 100 years old. It is one of London´s most famous bridges. When tall ships go up the river, tle centre of the bridge opens. You can learn more about the bridge at the exhibition there called the „Tower Bridge Experience“.

St Paul´s Cathedral is in the centre of the City. Its dome is 110 metres high, and it is the second biggest dome in the world, after St Peter´s in Rome.

The two bells in the tower are called Great Paul and Great Tom. Great Tom rings every hour, and it also rings when a king or queen dies.
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